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THE INTRODUCTION. 


Late worthy Clergyman of Duruam, 
f£ & whofe knowledge and critical fkill in the 
Hebrew, I fufficiently experienced, gave me an 
extraordinary idea of the great fublimity and 
peculiar beauties of ftile exhibited in the original 
{criptures, which are in many places wrong 
tranflated, or greatly debafed by a puerility 
and incorreétnefs of expreflion in our Englith 
Verfions. ‘ 


WE tranflated in concert, the books of fat 
Ecclefiattes, Proverbs, and Lamentations, into 
Englith verfe; and in the courfe of that employ- 
ment, Icould not but admire his remarkable 
facility in reftoring - the connection, where lott, 
or doubtful; and more efpecially in making out 
the fenfe, and reftoring the context of that con- 
fefledly dificult Poem, the Book of Job.— 
This happy talent he acquired in confeqence 
of his extenfive knowledge, m Chronology, 
Tiftory, Philofophy, aud con{tant attention to, 
B the 


deo GALS WiR=O wa ic are Be. 
the time and place in which it might have been 
written, with the local circumftances and allu- 
fions to the cultoms of its fuppofed writer, and 
the fpeakers, in that fublime oriental Drama. 


Ir would take up too much room in this pre- 
face, to point out the numerous inftances of his 
having reftored the fenfe where onr Englifh ver- 
fion is falfe and unconneéted. T fhall however, 
prefent the reader with one quotation, confift- 
ing of 16 veries, beginning at the roth of the 
xxviith chapter, and ending at the 12th of the 
xxviii. from which it will appear, that the fenfe 
of this whole paffage is totally loft among all 
the learned commentators; and in our Bible 
it_is downright nonfenfe: while in the original 
language, it is the moft ftriking poetical defcrip- 
tion extant, of a rich man fnatched away with 
his poffeflions by a hurricane, an earthquake 
and fiery eruption, with all their fucceflive and 
concomitant dire effets, a 


Boru the learned and Englifh reader may 
judge what weight lies in thefe affertions, by 
the following fpecimen in three languages of the 
fame paflage: The Enolifh reader taking no- 
tice, that the words printed in Italic from our 

j | 3 * Bible, 
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Bible, are not in the original, being fupplied by 
the tranflators to exprefs what they fuppofed 
the fenfe, and in fome meafure, render it agree- 
ble to the idiom of their own language. 

ANOTHER hint I would give the reader, That 
the original poem is in metre, of which he may 
be convinced by an infpection of the fpecimen 
_ printed in Italics. That there are a number of 
Hebraifins in this quotation, fome of which are 
too bold for an Englifh verfion, and therefore 
they are foftened in the expreflion, but the fenfe 
attended to, and the meaning, which is generally 
confined to two fententious lines, is rendered in 
an ‘Englith couplet; fo that a line of Englifh 
anfwers to one of Hebrew, much in the fame 
manner as Schultens’ Latin tranflation here in- 
troduced, by which a tolerable acquaintance 
with that language will enable every one to 
point out the Hebraifms, and form ajudgment of 
the performance. 


INTRODUCTION, 


J OB I. CAP. xxvitz | 


19 Dives cubabit, fed nihil colliget: | 
Oculos fuos aperit, & nullus eft. 


20 Apprehendent eum, ficut aquee, confternationes % 
-Noéu furatur eum Se pie {aise 


21 Vollet eum Finds, & ibit < ier Thao. 
Sie tempeftate ac{tuante auferet eum ¢€ loce. 


apy Nee oS 


a2 Et injicier fe in eum, neque parcet: 
A violentia ejus gia tm , 


2 3 Complodet quifq ; fuper eum in manus 5 fas | 
Et fibilabit, ini ipfum € loco fuo. 


I GB tes Qa enatente 


t Profeéto. eft argento fcatebra ; 
Ex patria auro, quod conflant., 


2 Ferrum e pulvere -eruitur; 
Et lapis fufilis, ces. 


3 Vinempofuit horride caligini; —_[iveltigans, 
Frad exactifimam ufque rationem ipfe per-. 
Lapidem horridz caliginis & umbrz mortis. 

4 Rumpit 
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INTRODUCTION. 
Eee Cap. KXVil. 


«9 y4fir sifbcab, ve-lo je’ fop : sscuneline | 


yen-av pakach, ve-en-ennu, 


20 téfhig-ehu’ cam-majim, ballabot; { 
lailah genabatt-v-supab. i 


5 ai fiffa-ehu kadim, ve-selac’ 
- — vifayar-ehu mim-mekom-o. 


28 we-jafblec yal-av, ve-lo yachmol: 
mij-jad-o baroch sibrach. 


* 


23 sifhpoc yale-mo cappe-mo 3 
ve-fifbrok yal-av mim-meken-s. a 


JOB bao, XXViil. 


a ci jefb lac-cesep moxa : 
u-makom la-zahab, jaxdkku. 
2 barzel me-yapar jukkach 
w-eben fazuk, nechufbah. 
3 kez ham la-chofhec 3 : 


&-le-col taclit hu choker 
ében opel-ve-zalmavet. 


: : A paras 
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INTROBUVETION; 
~ “nmpir alevum decum pede montis 3 
iili vero, Obliviohi traditt a pede, 
l.xtenuantur pre homine, vagantirs 


7 § E terra exit pais ee Je bd. 
Et quod fub ea verfum tanquam Horie; 
6 Locus Sapphiri lapides ejus: 
Et glebee auri fant ip. © -© > 7. 


\ 


7 Viam hanc nulla novit voluctis; —_‘[ftrinxit. 
Eamque ne oculos quidem: accipitris per= 


8 Non calcarunt eam fere animofiffime : 


| Non fuperbius fe intulit fuper eam Leo. 


g Inglaberrimam filicem mittit manum foam ;_ 
Subvertit a radice montes, 


\ 


xo In petris rivos diffundit: 
Et omne petriofum vidit oculos ejus. 


11 A fletu flumina religat 5 ‘ lucem. 
Et obfignatiflimum quodque expromit im 


é 


4.8 DOR) OLD igor 1 Gin. 
A paraz nachal me-yim gar ; 
han-nifh cachim minni regel, > ‘ 
dallu me-enofb, nayu. ) 7 oe (i 
Ss erex mimm-ennab jeze lichem, 
ve-tachte-ha, nebpac cemo-efh. 
6 mékom sappir abane-ha; 
—— ve-yaparot xabab 1-0. 
~ natib lo sadey-o yait; 
 pe-lo Jhezapatt-u yen ayjah. 


8 lo hidricu-hu bene fhichax: 1h 
le yadab yal-av fhachal. — 


9 bé-challamifh chalafh jad-o ; 
hapac mifb fhore/h harim. 


10 baz-zurot jeorim bikkey : 
vé-col yekar raatah yen-o. | 


11-mib-beci nebarot chibbefh: 
ve-taylumah goxi’ or. 


B 


N. B, Read the fecond word in the firlt line of the op- 
pofite page, a/vzum, and in line the third from the bot- 
tom, for petriofum, read pretiofum. 


VE ESSERE 


J O ‘B. Cuap. xxvii. 


19 The rich man fhall lie down, but he fhall not 
be gathered: he eoRgAc th his eyes and he is 
not. 


20 Terrors take hold on him as waters, a tem- 
peft ftealeth him away in the night. - 


ar The eatt wind car ryeth him away, and he 
departeth: and as a ftorm hurleth him out 


of his place. 


22 For God thall caft apen him, and not fpare: 
he wonld fain flee out of his hand. 


23 Men fhall clap their hands. at him, nf thal 
ifs him out of his place. 


J O B. Cuan. xkvie él 


4 


r Surely, there is a vein for the filver, and a 
place for gold where they fine it. 
2 Iron is iuiten out of the earth, and brals i is 
molten out of ens ftone. 


3. He 
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J OB. Cuap. xxvit. 


319 The rich manowhis couch, no reft enjoys, 
His wealth no more falutes his op’ning eyes; 


20 Terrors, like fudden floods, his foul affright, 
Stript of his all, by whirl-winds of the night. 


21 Impetuous ea/-winds, lift him from his place, 
— With lightning {corch’d, in thunder’s rude 
embrace. | | 


22 As, on the prey, it fprings and holds him faft, 
He flying ftrives to {hun the dorrid blatt! 


23 Butlouder yet, it fhall the claps repeat, | 
And hifling hideous, hurl him from his feat. 
J O.B. CHAP. xxviii. 


1 The filver mine fhall furely then appear, 
And where, the go/d from drofs, refiners 
clears 


& 


2 From earth its force cafts up the ir’ny mafs, 
And fufes in its courfe the fone of bra/s: 


3 Now 


A INTRODUCTION. 


3 He fetteth an end to darknefs, and fearchetla 
out all perfeétion: the ftones of iedeet 
and the fhadow of death. 


4 The flood breaketh out from the inhabitant 5 
even the water forgotten of the foot: they 


2h. 


are dried up, they are gone away from men. 


s As for the earth, out of it cometh bread: 


and under it is turned up oi wee ire. 
‘* 


6 The ftones of it are the place of fapphires : 
and it hath duit of gold. 


wk 


4 There is apath which no fowl knoweth, kad 
which the vulture’s eye hath not feen. 


8 The lion’s whelps have not troden it, nor 
_ the fierce lion pafled by it. h ee 


9 He putteth forth his hand upon the rock; he 
overturneth the mountains by the roots, 

io He cutteth out rivers among the rocks, and 
his eye feeth every precious thing. 

11 He bindeth the floods from overflowing, and 
“the thing that is hid, bringeth he forth te 


1H TRO DEE T TON xill 
3, Now vivid flafhes put an end to night, 
And nothing can efcape the fearching light; 
Stones dark’ning Heav’n, now deal deftruc- 
tion wide, | 
4 And floods burft out where lofty hills fubfide. 


Roads fmk, which late the fugitives had pat; 
Cut off from men, they range the defarts vaft! 


5 MN fields, no more producing corn for 
-. bread, 7 fo 4 
Are with a fiery torrent overfpread ; | ) : 

6 Like gleaming /apphire glows the molten | 4 

maf{s, t 
Like gold its furface fhines, calcin’d to glafs 5 4 

4 No birds advent’rous wing their paflage o’er, i | | 

Nor eagl’s tharp-fet eyes, its breadth ‘ 
‘ 


explore. | 
8 Bea/ts, the moft favage, o’er it dare not walk, 
Nor the proud /ion on its furface ftalk ; 


9 It takes poffeffion of the finty caves, ' | 
And from its root, the lofty mountain heaves; | Hi 
ro It fcoops new channels thro’ the folidrocks, if 
And all the precious treafures there,unlockss 
1x Choaks upthebeds of rivers, feals their urns, 
‘And earth’s deep centre to the furface turns. 


a ae ‘ 
SE Newer oy sak Lao pie He) 0 Bere bode oe 


FeO ERE ee 
ee ee ene 


xiv INTRO cCTI1ON, 


Tus fpecimen of the performance i is indeed 
recovered from memory, on a view of the> paf- 
fage in Dr. Grey’s Job, with Scuutren’s Latin 
verfion, becaufe I haye not the means of infpedt- 
ing the only copy of our verfion exifting, which, 

‘onthe death of my_ friend, (as Lam peed 
fell into - ‘the, hands of Mr Tuomas Dens 3 
MoRTLAKE, in : SURRY, 


+R 
* 


Tue following poem was firit ¢ mr XC 
defire, and under the dire@ion of the fame per- 
fon, and recovered in like manner, from memory: 
Therefore, { entreat the reader to tinake due 
allowances for my fituation in this refpe&, and 
deal candidly in correéting miftakes, thoulds any 
efcape me on 1 this Q6CAMMM Gotan, HDT 


_ Tats ferme Critic obferved, ee the words, 
ee Berofhith bara Elohim et hafhamim ve et ha 
eretz,”” might be literally Tenderca, God cre. 


Pll 
- ated out of or by BEGININGS, the heavens and the 


earth. For Rofb is the radical word, fignifying — 
a beginning, head, or fir/t principle: Be, the pre 
fix, is the fign of the ablative cafe, and ith, the _ 
fien of the plural number ; fo that by this fingle 
word (the firit in the Bible) Moszs_ has laid down. 
the firit ete at Six. Isaac NEWTON’s 
phi. — 


i 


» 


ENT RO MMC TI ON. xy 
philofophy, plainly intimating that God, by 


creating the centers of gravity, as points or be: 
ginnings of motion and attraction, did inftantly 
ftrike out of the tohw vabohu (or formlefs void) 
the firft rudiments of this grand fyftem; his 
fucceflive account of creation, being only a 
defcription of the gradual operation of thofe firft 
principles 1 in forming the planetary bodies with 
their atmofpheres; and extending them to that 
atmoft range of their aétivity, where their 
fpheres mutually repel each other. 


Tuts Very ingenious and fimple theory, effec- 
tually removed the only difliculry I had coa- 
ceived of: reconciling Moses with Sir Isaac 
Newton. . For fuppofing the central point of 
gravitation to have exifted at the inftant when 
_Gop commanded light; ic might well take up 
that fpace of time afligned by Moses, before 
the particles of light could be difentangled fron 
the univerfal chaos, fo as to be attracted i into a 
mafs, and kindled by their motion into that body 
which forms our fun; and that furrounding ra- 


diance which conftitutes its atmofphere. 


diy ; : F % ' > 4 ° a 
Ir may further be obferved, that gravitation ts 


not afcribed by Sia Isaac, either to the fun’s | 


hreat 


ae s Parga ee — i ee " 
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heatos light, but to fomnething very fubtil, pro-= 

_bably electric matter: the,ptoperties and phee- 
nomena of which fluid were not well known in 
his time for want of experiments.—But fuppo- 
fing Moses to have fpoken apparentiy, rather 
than philofophically, (a thing frequent with 
him and the other facred writers) experience 
may convince us, that it would at leaft take up 
the time in queftion before the fun coul 
perfe fuch a denfe atmofphere as wou 
formed from the new-drained earth, and fhine 
out in refulgence, as the regent of ager 


For thefe reafons I have reprefented the fun as 
firft appearing, rather than created on the fourth 
day ; and fhall only add, that the following poem 
confifts of an exordium, invocation, and defcrip- 
tive view of the Creation, heightened by allufions 
to the fpeech of wifdom, in Prov. ch. viii. with 
other fublime paffages in Job and the Pfalms 
applicable to this fubje&.— [ cannot conclude’ 
without thankfully acknowle ging, the great en- 

couragement I have had, to publifh this little 
performance, in a place where fhort refi- 
dence, and flight acquaintance >... me little 
reafon, and confequently lefs right to expec it. 


* 
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Aughters of harmony begin the ftrain, 
Like AM rAm’s fon, we leave the humble 
plain; | } 
Who o’er the defart, mufing, led his fheep, 
Skirting the hill to Hores’s is fleep; 
There, whence I AM! his wond’rous name pros 
claim’d, 
He faw the buth which unéonfuming flam’d : 
From hence infpir’d, the hallow’ dflame he caught. 


And fung Creation out of chaos brought. 


~Fir’p with lis Biced themie, ‘the fapient king, 
In praife of Wispom, pluck’d a {eraph’s wing. 
The ftrain to Lepanon was echoed loud, 
Her lately Cedars gratulating bow’d; 
His fpicy groves exlial’d more tich fete 
From Nard, fweet Cinnamon, and od’rous gums. 
New flow’rs in the furrounding defarts fprung, 
And Carma’s top bloom’d frefber while he fung. 
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13 CREAT ON. 


Yo twine fuch wreaths! a fimple {wain may biufh, 
pas Bat Heav’n—-O thou, who from the 
buth, Be 


Watt heard of old—and i in fucceeding days, 


From lifping infants tongues didft perfeat praife: : 
Grant me from truth’s clear ftream, a copious 
draught, 0 ee ae 


And give fit ut’ rance ‘to the lab’ring thoighe 
A] 


Pi 
Bg 


Wispom, coeval with the bed FIRST caus 
From his pure effence her exiftence dr LW 
Prior to Nature and Creation’s birth, 


Men 


Before the worp from ci1aos called this a eagthe iv ) 


Or e’er the Spirit from fuch atoms crude, | ite 
Had hatch’d the living forms a nur us ‘brood.’ 
Then o’ er the rude abyls of waters val, “a eke 
Winds rag’d, and new’ her’ fable mantle att 
But order rofe, where WISDOM ftreteh’a He line, 


Pleas’d with the fketches of her grand defi ign, yet 
Gop faid, “ Let there be” light, and it was 


| «Light,” le . ty 
The morning 2 pe exulting : at the fight; m : . 
Her rife, in heav’ ‘nly ftrains fymph jonious, fung, _ 
And hail’d the op’ ning att, wh ence. fit 3 


eit e, 
_ Sprung 


seared} a 
seoerre. oy: 
Ae EVE fit 
% 
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CREATION. - 49 
Now urg ‘d by fov’rejgn pow’r oh WIsDOM's 3 
plan, | 
Obedient atoms into fyftems ran; _ | a 
2 Earth, rounded to an orb, the riat flung, ' 


To where the turns, felf-poiz’d as foon as hung. 
forth rufh’d, with new- fledg’d wings, elaftic air, 
Clafp’d round the globe, and form’d an atmof: i 
phere; ; 
Higher the particles of light difpatch?d, 
In Heav’ns blue arch th’ etherial fparkle catch’d, a 
Where ftars in either hemifphere thick fown, 
Spangle throughout th’ ecliptic’s ample zone. 
Hence, lightnings caft by the omNIPOTENT, : i 
Cleave in their courfe the chryftal firmament ; 
Where, over head, the big-fwola cloud divides, b | 
When o on | the winged winds, he thund’ring rides. | 


tiie 
i a Oi ind SIN Ni a ne 


Acatn,.the word of pgiTy was heard, ) 
The floods retreated, and dry land appear’d; | | 
High rofe the hills, as low the vales depret’d, i - | 
Form thofe capacious beds where waters reft; 


While burfting a iss rufh down the slit to | 
find, t | 


Thofe channels, WISDOM had for oh) afiien’d | | ies tare rae 
4 eae Pe ee 
Then join their ftreams, and born with rapid ‘Asie ce, a | Brook | 
T 0 OCEAN’s Eco plent their deftin’d courfe. | 
! 
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i 
Onwarb creative energy proceeds, | 


While herbs and trees fpring up, producing feedSs 

'Thefe, in the virgin foil, take inftant root, - 
And to its furface puth each vig’rous fhoot: _ af 
verte fruits mature with pullulating fap, | wae a 
Drop to the earth, and fwell her foft’ring lap; | 
Where what feems ufelefs, rotting on the plain, q . 
Fattens the glebe, and vepelates again 50 by if 
Till herbs and trees at Gop’s command encreas’d, | 
-Furnith fufficient food for man and beaft, * 
ri fein oe ee | a . 

WHEN eanive the evening rofe, and morning - 
fprung, ; | | 


And thrice the morning ftars, Hofannah {ung ; 
Thro’ hazy mifts the fun broke for th full-orb’d, :° ; 
Warm’d the cold foil, and vapours damp abforb’ 4 = 
His rays refplendant, lent. the moon her light, . | 
Sole recent he, of day, the, queen of night. 
Around the earth fhe wheels—both round the fun | 
To mazes regular their courfes run: fod 4 
-'Thefe, WISDOM fix’ d—from hence the woRD 
decreed, : ahs 
Their frated rey olutions fhoyld proceed. 


AS AIN, tiie energetic worD refounds, 


Heard to the ocean’ $ moft extended bounds - 
{nfiang 


CREATION. 21 


Inftant with quick’ning life, the waters teem, 
Part feather’d, wing the fky, or dive the ftream, 
Where finny fhoals their native waters keep, 
And huge fea-monfters wallow in the deep: 

Both kinds increaf’d at Gon’s all powerful word, 
With fowls the air, with fith the floods were: ftor’d, 


Eartu,at his word, cae living forms, 
Beafts, beetles, caterpillars, fnakes, and worms: 
Thefe, pierce the earth, while thofe their ipccies 

change, | 
Take filmy wings, and o’er the meadows range. 
Ofbeafts,fome dig the trench, or range the wood, 
Some browze the herb, or chew the fav’ry cud.’ 
By inflin& taught, their nourifhment to find, 
Avoid their foes, and multiply their kind ; 
Some for domeftic ufe are tam’d with eafe, 
On thefe for food, the growling favage preys; 
Furnifh’d with nails to tear, and fangs to bite, 
They fnuff the carnage, and in blood delight; 
But ftretch’d in reeds along the fedgy fhore, 
The alligator fierce, contemns their roar: — 
OF bulk enormous, and with fiend-like claws, 
Teeth, terrible in rows, befet his | jaws, 
Fenc’d round with fcales aftonifhing to fee, 
Dreadful, when ange Yo mutt | his maker be, 
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_ Diftinguith’d. every creature by. its kind, 


“CREATION, 


_ Fae fixth day now: wheel’d on hae noon-tide j i 
eters is 8 4 
When wispod# fummons up each oe Ta Se, 4q 
Refo vd to fr ame her image at fall length, % a 
With beauty’s line uniting grace-and ftrength. | . 
Clay-built the figure, but ofform ere&@, *) 
To govern all; and claim from brutes refped 5 . of 
Manly the features, yetas virg ins fair, A alt P| 
So VIRFUE locks—notloofe, nor too fevere; 3 S| 
Not adtive yet, for life was uninfus?d, : 7 
Nor genial warmth was thro’ the mats diffats'd; ; : 
But every curious avenue of fenfe, I: 
Stood as in a&, to catch intelligence . | a 
Nor long fiood thus—for lo! the {pirit came,  , 
God br cath’d i it kindling up the vital fraine, 
Erect he ftaod, and with uplifted eyes! 


Call’d himfelf man! and hail'd his ki 


died fkies| | 


Their names, their organs, andthe ufe defign’d ; 12 
With know! edge fraught to find out every art, hs “a 
Endu’ d with {peech that knowledge ‘to imparty a 
Hence, Conver SATION’S intelle@ual feaft, ae * 
Which no inferior anital can tafte, | : 
{mprovements hence, chara@erize mankind, 
Progreffive ftill—while inftin& lags behind ; 
Yet man o’er beafts, with reafon dignified, 
Muft for himfelf, and them, alike provide, 


ee 


CREATION. | os 


For aa as himfelf, the hed he r rears, 
And tends the flock whofe woolly fleece he weatts , 
His talk, the ftubborn foil to cultivate, 7? 
And earn his daily morfel, bath’d ‘in fweat; 
Seed-time and harvelt, duly to: obferve, hs 
And fummer fruits for winter’s s fore prefect : 
Che greater. thus: fubfervient t to th oy lefs, hese 
roclaims the Deiry’s fri righteoufnels. 


ch Yi 


hie Aa ous works thus fnith’d, Gop fur~ 
hes d, ‘ 


Pane his pow 3 produc’d, 
Solac’d with WISDOM on the flere i reft. 
But ty de to ‘el revolyi ing hae 


This globe Pens Ke heavy’ nly Ho ae joins, 
Pufh’d in her courle, obliquely thro’ thedigns; 
And to the f 2: perc each frozen pele, 

: pene the annual ga 


bg 


Where each extreme is from its contr aft jedi 
Hence, day : and night, in either hemifphere, 
Lengthen and fhorten thro’ the varying year. 

ean while, the feafons i in their turns advance, 
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5 CREAT UON, 
Till WISDOM’ S ; feeret purpofe i is reveal 
nak evry art found out which lies conceal’d ¢ 
a hed. as from onz, whofe effetice is to be, 
This fyftem came, and ev’ry thing we fee: 
To one again, fhall every being tend, 


When Gooi is all in all, and time fhall end. 


